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READING RAT

Pody |anguage

| AM HAPPY
" Ears and head up

Ears wide and pink

Body relaxed

Body stretched forward
Whiskers twitching

Ears turned forward

1 AM ANGRY/SCARED
. Ears back. Freezes.

Trembling, eyes wide, tail stiff

{ Hair on back standing up



PET RATS: ONE BREED,
MANY VARIETIES

Although wild rat breeds number over 60, all pet
rats come from one breed, Rattus norvegicus. The
many colors and coat types are considered one of
seven varieties of the one breed.

The seven varieties of pet rats include Standard,
Hairless, Tailless, Rex, Satin, Dumbo, and Bristle
Coat. Then there are 40 different combinations of
patterns of eyes and coat colors.

Rats are very social and like to live with other
rats. For that reason, pet rat owners often get
their rats neutered by the veterinarian or only
keep same-gender rats. Sometimes, though two
unneutered male rats may fight.

Rats like to sleep during the day and play at
night. If awakened during the day for a child to
play with him, the rat may be grumpy and may
even nip when startled. Evening may be a better
time to play with your pet rat.

Rats need choice and are naturally cautious, so
never force them to do anything. They want to
explore new areas at their own pace. If they mark
or leave droppings when they're in a new place, it
means they're frightened or distressed. If this
happens, return them to their usual cage. Each
rat may behave differently.

Rats are clever, curious, have excellent
memories, and learn quickly. They need mental
stimulation to stop them getting bored, so
training them can be fun for both of you.
However, always use rewards or telling them |
they did well to encourage training. ‘ ‘|
Rats have sensitive whiskers to maintain their = *
balance and guide them around objects, so never Y.

clip their whiskers. L |
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RATS enjoy toys and stimulation




IWater in-a special bottl
. ent mth high fiber, Iow f

e Pears
e Bananas
¢ Melons y
* Fruit with plts ,J
* Citrus frmts rr" /
o Brucnnll .-

JPlzas ~ e Raw dry beans

e Carrot £ 2 e Peanuts
- e Brownrice, * Raw red cabbage
e Yogurt, * Brussel sprouts
.. * Low fat cooked meat L * Raw sweet potato
- o Mealworms S e Avocado
e Cheese, ¢ Rhubarb
o Seeds e o Sticky peanut butter
e Nuts — o Dried fruits
o Seaweed



RULES FOR
MEETING PET RATS!

IF YOU MEET A PET RAT...

Ask an adult if you can pet the
rat.

Next ask the actual owner of the
pet rat if you may pet or hold
him.

Let the owner pick up the pet rat
out of their cage, and do not try
and put your hands into the cage
unless told to do so.

Rats are very fast, so make sure
you know how to hold it safely
before you try. Support the rat
with one hand under the rat’s
bottom and the other over the
rat’s back. Keep the pet rat close
to the ground in case it jumps out
of your hands. Do not squeeze
the rat to keep from running or
getting loose.

Ask the rat‘'s owner what the rat
enjoys best, Keep your fingers
away from the rat‘'s mouth. They
have sharp little teeth.




RATS CAN HAVE OVER 40 COLOR
COMBINATIONS: WHITE, BLACK, BROWN,
GRAY, OR ANY OF THOSE MIXED.

Color the rat with your favorite colors!

ADOPT US!

ADOPT A RAT
FROM A RESCUE OR
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RAT BoDY LANGUAGE

Standing on toes,
fur puffed out

Seems legless

Pulls back,
€ars NAow

Cautious Streching forward,
turning ears and
Arched 3 o Eyes narrowed, ::;::; to
e : s e songaed . Interest

Distance between ears
Ear folds back widens, ears bright pink

’ Lower lip hanging
3 A j h h
Cheeks flattened, down, showing teet
nase elongated,
Inpain  whiskers bunched




