
The Buzz

About 
bees &

pollination 



Life Cycle of
a  Honey

Bee 

      1   Egg

4     Adult Bee

3     Pupa

    2      Larvae

Worker 18 - 22 days
Queen 16 days
Drone 24 days

although honey bees were having
difficulty in past years, now they are
thriving and kept by beekeepers to
make honey and pollinate  plants and
crops to make our food. 

honey bees live in colonies or hives.
Average time taken for an egg to
develop into an adult honey bee






Do you know the saying, “busy as a
bee?” Well, it’s true! Female worker
honey bees take on many jobs to keep
a hive buzzing. Cut out these bees,
with an adult’s help, and color them in
as you learn more!

Queen Bee 
Lays All the Eggs

Forager Bee 
Collects Pollen &

Nectar

Nurse Bee 
Feeds & Protects

Larvae

Builder Bee 
Makes Wax &

Honeycomb

Jobs 
in the 

Honey
Bee Hive 



      HONEY BEES vsHONEY BEES vsHONEY BEES vs
NATIVE BEESNATIVE BEESNATIVE BEES   

 Other types of bees like
bumblebees and mason bees
are wild and are born and live in
our area. Honey bees were
initially brought in to California
to help businesses produce food
and are only one of many
species of pollinators.

Native pollinators help plants
make more plants and play a
critical role in our landscapes
and food production systems.

Scientists believe there are over
3,500 different types of native
bees in the United States alone. 

All honey bee workers are
female and have
assigned jobs, such as
cleaning, caring for their
young and guarding the
hive.

The honey bee queen
can live up to 5 years. Her
main job is to lay eggs.
She may average 1,000 to
2,000 eggs per day, and
maybe even more than a
million eggs in her
lifetime!

Honey bee colonies, where
the bees live and do their
work, may consist of 30,000
to 80,000 workers in the 
summer months.



Native BeeNative Bee   
  PollinatorsPollinators
Native bees alone pollinate most
of all flowering plants, including
over 100 types of fruits and
vegetables. Almost three-
quarters of native bees are
ground dwellers and bumble
bees are the only social species
in North America. The others
tend to fly solo.There are even
stingless bees that just want to
pollinate and survive.

Bumble Bees 

Mason Bees 

Carpenter Bees 



make "bee
houses" for
Mason Bees 

buy local
bee

products &
food grown
organically 

explore
alternatives
to pesticides

and
Herbicides 

Plant a
Balcony
Garden 

  HELP THEHELP THE
NATIVENATIVE

BEESBEES  

Plant a Bee
garden!



pet-safe
Plants
native
Bees
Love  

EchinaceaEchinacea  

SUNFLOWERSSUNFLOWERS

asteraster

NasturtiumNasturtium  

MonardaMonarda
(Bee Balm)(Bee Balm)  



PROTECT OURPROTECT OUR
POLLINATORS!POLLINATORS!

  
EDUCEDUCATE!ATE!


